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LONGFIELDS-DAVIDSON HEIGHTS SECONDARY SCHOOL 

10 DAY HISTORY TOUR TO ITALY 
MARCH 13 – 22, 2020 

 

Revised Itinerary – May 17, 2019 
 

Note: It is the responsibility of all participants to be in possession of the correct documentation to travel out of the country.  
Failure to do so will result in participants being denied entry/boarding and returned home at the expense of the individual. 
Canadian Citizens require a valid passport (authorities at your destination require that passports are valid for at least 3 
months beyond your return date).  Ellison Travel & Tours recommends passports are valid for 6 months beyond your return 
date.  Groups are advised to obtain witnessed letters of consent for persons under 18 years of age.  Non-Canadian 
travellers should contact Ellison Travel & Tours by filling in this request form:  https://www.ellisontravel.com/documentation 
so we can check entry and transit requirements and confirm that they have the correct travel documentation and/or visa 
requirements. 

 
Day 1 – Friday March 13 - INFLIGHT M 

2:45pm - meet as a group at Ottawa’s Via Rail Station 
3:25pm - travel by coach (AF #311) to the Montreal Airport (this ground transfer is part of the Air France 

airline ticket) 
5:25pm - arrive Montreal’s Pierre Elliott Trudeau International Airport and check in at the Air France 

ticket counter (groups travelling internationally are required to check in at least 3 hrs. prior to 
your scheduled departure) 

 - meet your Ellison Travel & Tours tour manager upon check in at the airport 
11:00pm - depart Montreal on AF flight #349 to Paris, France (connecting flight) 

 - inflight meal served (at the discretion of the airline) 
   

Day 2 – Saturday March 14 – arrive ROME M/D 
 - breakfast served inflight prior to landing 

11:05am - arrive Charles de Gaulle International Airport, Paris where you will make your connecting flight 
onward to Rome 

2:50pm - depart Paris on AF flight #1304 for Rome 
4:55pm - arrive Rome’s Fiumicino International Airport where you will clear Customs and collect your 

luggage 
6:00pm - meet your locally hired coach & driver who will transfer you to your hotel 

 - check into your centrally located hotel for a 2-night stay 
 - group dinner at, or near, your hotel 
 - after dinner, the group may wish to go on a brief orientation walk in the area of your hotel 
 - retire early after 2 long travel days 
   

Day 3 – Sunday March 15 - ROME B/D 
 - breakfast included at the hotel 
 - coach arrives for transfer to Ancient Rome 
 - enjoy a morning guided tour of the Colosseum and Roman Forum 
 - after your tour time to purchase lunch (guide will offer suggestions) 
 - Rome Metro Big Bus Pass provided for your transfer needs this afternoon and evening 

https://www.ellisontravel.com/documentation
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 - this afternoon is free to explore in your chaperoned groups – see some of Rome’s famous sights 
accessible only on foot.  These include: 
The Spanish Steps – Where everyone meets in Rome.  Home to some of the most expensive real 
estate in the city. 
The Trevi Fountain – This imaginative, theatrical, baroque fountain, completed in the 18th 
century, is one of the most romantic sites in Rome.  Legend has it that tossing a coin in the 
fountain assures a return to Rome. 

The Pantheon – Truly an amazing structure.  This well-preserved temple to the gods 
dates back to the second century CE and must be seen to be believed.  The structure 
boasts six meter thick walls of concrete and features an opening nine meters in 
diameter in the roof.  Buried inside are united Italy’s first king Victor Emmanuel II and 
famous renaissance artist Raphael. 

 - group dinner at a local restaurant 
 - after dinner make your way back to your hotel by metro 
   

Day 4 – Monday March 16 – to SORRENTO B/D 
 - breakfast included at the hotel, followed by check out 
 - your coach will arrive for loading – this coach & driver will remain with you now for the 

remainder of your tour 
 - board coach and depart for the world-famous archaeological site of Pompeii 
 - arrive and meet your guide for a 2-hour guided tour featuring stories of the life in the Roman 

Empire during the first century CE, as you tour the Pompeii Excavations 
 - time to purchase lunch 
 - board coach and continue south to the city of Sorrento 
 - check into the hotel for a 2-night stay 
 - group dinner at your accommodation 
   

Day 5 – Tuesday March 17 – AMALFI COAST B/D 
 - breakfast included at the hotel 
 - board coach for a ½-day guided excursion along the Amalfi Coast.  Located south of Naples, 

some of Italy’s most beautiful coastal scenery can be found here.  Nowhere else will you 
experience the earth rich in citrus groves, the sea with the most incredible shades of blue and 
green, and history that has left important traces in its art and culture, found in some of the 
finest churches, villas and monasteries. 

 - from Sorrento, your coach will follow the coastal road south as you enjoy the view from atop 
the plunging cliffs overlooking the Mediterranean Sea 

 - enjoy your lunch and sightseeing stop in the town of Amalfi.  A quiet and picturesque seaside 
resort, Amalfi is the home of Flavio Gioia, the inventor of the compass, who gave navigators the 
famous law known as “Tabula de Amalpha.”  Be sure to visit the Duomo, built around the 6th 
century, dedicated to St. Andrew the Apostle, whose remains are kept in the crypt.  After the 
fall of the Roman Empire, Amalfi was the first city to re-establish relationships between East & 
West by transporting and introducing into Italy, exotic products such as carpets, coffee and 
paper. 

 - following lunch and free time in Amalfi, return to Sorrento 
 - enjoy a mozzarella making demonstration to see how this delicious cheese is made from 

simple cow’s milk, including a tasting sample 
 - remainder of the afternoon free for shopping and sightseeing in smaller chaperoned groups 
 - group dinner 
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Day 6 – Wednesday March 18 – to LANCIANO area B/D 
 - breakfast included at the hotel, followed by check out 
 - board your coach and depart for Lanciano 
 - make a stop mid-day at the beautiful MonteCassino Abbey - established by St. Benedict as one 

of his original monasteries in 529 CE, it is also the site of a famous battle in World War II.  Enjoy 
a view of the now peaceful Liri Valley, once the scene of the 4-month battle in the spring of 
1944 which saw the Abbey essentially destroyed by Allied bombing. 

 - time to purchase lunch in the town of Cassino, before continuing to Lanciano 
 - arrive Lanciano and check into your hotel for a 2-night stay 
 - group dinner 
   

Day 7 – Thursday March 19 – ORTONA BATTLE TOUR (full day trip) B/D 
 - breakfast included at the hotel 
 - board your coach and depart for a full day battle tour featuring sites leading up to and 

including the titanic struggle for Ortona in December of 1943 
 - on the way, stops will include St. Apollinare for a panoramic view of the battle field, the Moro 

River Crossing where the Canadians constructed a bailey bridge to replace the bridge blown up 
by the retreating German armies, Sterlin Castle, where Mitch Sterlin made his gallant stand, the 
famous Gully, where hundreds of Canadian soldiers perished, Casa Berardi, where Captain Paul 
Triquet of the Van Doos won the Victoria Cross and the Cider Crossroads, where Mitch Sterlin 
lost his life 

 - purchase lunch in Ortona followed by time to walk the streets of this town once devastated by 
the German and Canadian armies 

 - visit the Corso Victor Emmanuel and Piazza Plebiscito where the brutal fighting took place and 
the Canadian forces invented the technique of “mouse holing” in their efforts to survive, and 
the Cathedral of St. Tommaso destroyed by the Germans in the course of the battle, later 
rebuilt by the courageous citizens of Ortona 

 - a stop will be made to visit the Canadian War Memorial and The Price of Peace 
 - transfer to the Moro River Canadian War Cemetery to pay respects to the 1,600+ soldiers who 

lost their lives in the Battle of Ortona 
 - time permitting, stop along the way in Poggiofiorito to visit the Oleificio Andreassi Olive Oil 

Mill 
 - arrive at the hotel with time to freshen up before your group dinner 
   

Day 8 – Friday March 20 – to VENICE B/D 
 - breakfast included at the hotel, followed by check out 
 - board your coach and depart for Venice 
 - stop enroute on the autostrada to purchase your lunch 
 - arrive in Mestre, the area outside of Venice, and check in to your hotel for the next 2 nights 
 - group dinner 
   

Day 9 – Saturday March 21 - VENICE B/D 
 - breakfast included at the hotel 
 - coach arrives for your transfer to Tronchetto 
 - travel by People Mover Train to Piazzale Roma and then walk as a group to St. Mark’s Square 
 - arrive at St. Mark’s Square and meet your guide for a walking tour of Venice - highlights of your 

tour may include the Piazza di San Marco famous the world over for its covered galleries, the 
Basilica San Marco, built between 1063 and 1073, with its great variety of architectural styles, 
the Campanile – a 325 ft. bell tower, and the Doge’s Palace with its pretty facades of pink and 
white marble (all exterior viewing, no admissions included) 

 - after your tour, purchase lunch in one of Venice’s many cafes and time for personal sightseeing 
or shopping in smaller chaperoned groups 

 - mid-afternoon reconvene for a group visit at Doge’s Palace 
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 - The unique façade of the Palazzo Ducale is perhaps surpassed only the incredible interior.  The 
Palazzo Ducale served as the residence of the Doge (Duke), the seat of government and a 
prison.  Visitors today, as was the case of the dignitaries of the past, cannot escape being awed 
by its imposing architecture and décor including the works of such great artists as Tintoretto, 
Veronese and Titian.  The sheer scale of the Sala del Maggior Consiglio must be seen to be 
believed.  A walk over the Bridge of Sighs into the prisons, that once held the famous and the 
infamous, provides a stark contract for the sumptuous interior of the rest of the palace. 

 - after your tour, remainder of the afternoon at your leisure to pick up some last-minute 
souvenirs or enjoy the ambience of this unique city 

 - some suggested options may include: (any admissions at individuals’ own expense) 
  Glassblowing - Close to St. Mark’s Square there are various production showrooms and 

demonstrations. 
Campanile di San Marco [Saint Mark’s Bell Tower] – The 98 m [325 foot] tower on the Piazza.  
Take the elevator to the top of this magnificent structure that affords views of the city and its 
environs and, some say, even the Alps on a clear day. 
Galleria dell’Accademia – This gallery contains the most important collection of Venetian 
paintings in existence.  Included in the collection are the works of Bellini, Titian, Veronese and 
Tintoretto. 

 - meet as a group back in St. Mark’s Square 
 - group dinner in a local restaurant 
 - walk back to Piazzale Roma 
 - travel by People Mover Train to Tronchetto 
 - your coach will be waiting to transfer you to your hotel in Mestre 
 - arrive back at your hotel and settle in for the night – be sure to pack your suitcases before you 

go to bed for your flight home to Canada tomorrow 
   

Day 10 – Sunday March 22 - HOME B/M 
 - breakfast included at the hotel, followed by check out 

7:00am - board coach and transfer to Venice’s Marco Polo International Airport 
7:55am - check in at the Air France ticket counter (groups travelling domestically are required to check in 

at least 2 hrs. prior to your scheduled departure) 
9:55am - depart Venice on AF flight #1127 for Paris, France (with flight connection) 

11:50am - arrive Charles de Gaulle International Airport, Paris for connecting flight onward to Canada 
1:45pm - depart Paris on AF flight #344 for Montreal, Canada 
4:50pm - arrive Montreal’s Pierre Elliott Trudeau International Airport where you will clear Customs and 

collect your luggage 
6:35pm - board AF coach # 312 (this ground transfer provided as part of the AF airline ticket) for transfer 

to Ottawa’s Via Rail Station 
8:35pm - Welcome home! 

   
B - Breakfast / pB – Packed Breakfast / L – Lunch / pL – Packed Lunch / D - Dinner /  

M – Airline Meal / S – Snack - denote meals included in tour cost 
 

Please advise your group leader in advance of any allergy and/or dietary restriction, so that we can advise our 
suppliers of the request. Not every location may be able to accommodate allergy and/or meal requirements for 
unique circumstances. 

 
*Itinerary is tentative and subject to final confirmation* 

 
Ellison Travel & Tours is giving away four $500 SCHOLARSHIPS. Are you a secondary school student who has 

travelled on an Ellison Travel & Tours school trip and are graduating from secondary school in the current year?  
See our website https://www.ellisontravel.com/scholarships/ for more details. 

https://www.ellisontravel.com/scholarships/

